
Grace at work

Grace in His sight



Luke 18:9-14



Ephesians 2:4-10
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the giE of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them.”



What is Grace?
GRACE is….  
• FORGIVENESS 
• KINDNESS
• A GIFT
• The CHARACTER of our LORD GOD 

It is revealed to us 
• That it might have an outworking in us 
• That we might be built up
• That we might build one another up 
• That we might bear fruit - more abundantly 





1) Grace in His Sight

2) Grace in His Presence 

3) Grace in His Power 

4) Grace in Abundance 

5) Grace in His Purpose 

6) Grace in His Friendship 



Obstacles

• It is difficult to define

• We don’t talk about it enough



• “Let us sin that grace may abound – certainly not”
Romans 6:1 

• “For by grace you have been saved, through faith 
and that not of yourselves, it is the giE of God”
Ephesians 2:8

Lack of familiarity



Lack of familiarity
“Grace” 
• Old Testament : 69 references 
• New Testament : 156 references

“Gracious” 
• 42 references

267



Risks if we don’t understand…

• Legalism



Risks if we don’t understand…

• Legalism

• An+–Law 
An#nomianism
• ‘an8’ = against
• ‘nomos’ = law 



Grace changes…

• the way we view other people

• the way we view authority

• the way we view our circumstances   

• the way we view ourselves



The Good News of the Gospel is…

• The story of God gathering a people of His own

• A story about Grace - and not self-righteousness

• An offer of forgiveness which is FREE  

• A new life to those who have done nothing to 
deserve it 



A working definition

• “Grace is the undeserved love of God” 

• "God’s kindness. Bestowing His greatest giE on 
those who deserve His greatest punishment.” 

• “God giving us – out of His goodness - what we 
do not deserve” 



Grace

• Kindness
• Goodness
• Righteousness
• Love
• Mercy
• Compassion



Titus 2:1-14
But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 
that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in 
love, in pa;ence; 
The older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not 
slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things— that 
they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love 
their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 
blasphemed. 
Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all things 
showing yourself to be a paDern of good works; in doctrine showing 
integrity, reverence, incorrup;bility, sound speech that cannot be 
condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having 
nothing evil to say of you.
Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well 
pleasing in all things, not answering back, not pilfering, but showing 
all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior 
in all things.



Titus 2:1-14
…For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for 
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good 
works. 

The KEY to a SOUND ecclesia? 
GRACE
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Grace in the Old Testament



Grace - in the Old Testament
Hebrew ‘ḥên’ 
• Occurs 69 Wmes
• ‘grace’ 38x, ‘favor’ 26x, 
• Also gracious, pleasant, precious, well-favoured
• Means ‘kindness’ or ‘favor’. 
• Also used to indicate something of beauty.  



Finding grace in the sight of God

• Genesis 6:7-8
So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping 
thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made 
them.” But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.



PerspecKves of Grace

• From the perspective of the recipient
• Finding grace in the sight of God 
• Finding favor in the sight of God
• Finding favor in the sight of man  

• From the perspective of the giver
• As commented on by God 
• As commented on by an observer



Finding grace in the sight of God
• Exodus 33:13-16 (Exo 34:9, Num 11:11,15) 
Then Moses said to the Lord… Now therefore, I pray, if I have 
found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may 
know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And 
consider that this naAon is Your people.”
And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest.”
Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, 
do not bring us up from here. For how then will it be known 
that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except 
You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, 
from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.”



A visible sign of God’s grace 
– that went with them:
• For LIGHT 
• For PROTECTION
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Finding grace in the sight of man
• Genesis 32:3-5 and 33: 8,15 - Jacob in the sight of Esau
• Genesis 39:4, 21 - Joseph in the sight of Potiphar
• Genesis 50:4 - Joseph in the sight of Pharoah
• Deuteronomy 24:1 – a wife in the eyes of her husband
• 1 Samuel 1:18 - Hannah to Eli 
• 1 Samuel 16:22 - Jesse about David 
• 1 Samuel 20 - David to Jonathan and Jonathan to Saul
• 1 Samuel 25:8 – David’s young men to Nabal
• 1 Samuel 27 - David to Achish
• 2 Samuel 14 - Joab to David 
• Esther Ch2, Ch5, Ch7 and Ch8  - Esther in the Kings sight



Grace - from the GIVER

• Exodus 3:20-21 - (similarly Exo 11:3)
So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My 
wonders which I will do in its midst; and after that he will 
let you go. And I will give this people favor in the sight of 
the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you shall 
not go empty-handed.



Grace – associated with Mercy
Hebrew = ‘hanan’ 

ALSO translated: 
• To beg / plead FOR SUPPLICATION 
• To beg / plead FOR PITY 
• To beg / plead FOR MERCY 



Grace – associated with Mercy
TO PLEAD: 
• 2 Kings 1:13 – the captain of fiQy, pleading with Elijah
• Esther 4:8 – Esther pleading for her people

TO IMPLORE 
• Esther 8:3 – Esther imploring King Ahasuerus

TO BEG 
• Job 9:15 
• Job 19:16 
• Deut 7:2 
• 1 King 8:59 
• 2 Chron 6: 24,37 
• Job 8:5



Grace – associated with Mercy
• Psalm 6:2 
O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your anger, Nor chasten me in 
Your hot displeasure. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am 
weak; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are troubled. My soul 
also is greatly troubled; But You, O Lord—how long?
Return, O Lord, deliver me! Oh, save me for Your mercies’ 
sake!

• Psalm 25:16
My eyes are ever toward the Lord, For He shall pluck my 
feet out of the net. Turn Yourself to me, and have mercy on 
me, For I am desolate and afflicted.



Grace – associated with Mercy
• Psalm 26:11 
But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; Redeem me and 
be merciful to me.
My foot stands in an even place; In the congregations I 
will bless the Lord.

• Psalm 41:4
I said, “Lord, be merciful to me; Heal my soul, for I have 
sinned against You.”

• Psalm 119:132 
Look upon me and be merciful to me, As Your custom is 
toward those who love Your name. Direct my steps by 
Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me.



Grace – associated with Mercy
• Psalm 9:13
• Psalm 27:7
• Psalm 30:8,10
• Psalm 31:9
• Psalm 37:21
• Psalm 51:1
• Psalm 86:16
• Psalm 123:12, 13
• Psalm 142:1 
• Psalm 37:26
• Psalm 41:10
• Psalm 86:3
• Psalm 119:58



Grace – as something REFLECTED
• Hebrew = ḥânan: ADVERB 
• Lexicon: “to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior”, 

to favor, bestow; to implore 

• AV (78) - mercy 16, gracious 13, merciful 12, 
supplicaWon 10, favour 7, besought 4, pity 4, fair 1, 
favourable 1, favoured 1, misc 9 

Grace reflects God’s CHARACTER 
– IN ACTION
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